A Frivolous Speech at Vienna

They are talking a lot about a Turkish-Rumanian Alliance
against Bulgaria. I will admit such a thing wouldn't displease
me if it came about. Prince Ferdinand who is so pushing
and who is constantly intriguing against somebody or other
for the sole object of satisfying personal ambition profoundly
displeases me. He certainly has wit and intelligence, but he
isn't at all sympathetic.

Yesterday there was great festivity at Karlsruhe for the
Silver Wedding of the Grand Duke and Grand Duchess of
Baden.

Kleinitz, 2$th September, 1910.

I had a visit yesterday from the Carolaths and the Prince
told me Parliament ought to re-assemble in mid-November
but that this would probably be postponed as Bethmann was
afraid of the new Session. The Prince was very put out
over the Emperor's latest speech at Vienna. From the
political point of view his speech said absolutely nothing,
but one must admit his phrases about the pretty Viennese
girls were in very bad taste coming from Imperial lips and
he would have done better to have passed the charms of
these ladies over in silence. The Socialist papers say nothing
improves their chances better than William II's speeches,
and the more he talks about "Divine Right" the more loudly
will they cry "Long live the Republic."

The papers are already preparing the public about the
Government's need for new taxes, those which were voted
eighteen months ago proving totally inadequate for all the
military and naval expenditure which the Government are
demanding. All these matters are going to give us a very
active winter. When the finances of a State get into disorder
everything goes wrong. People have been stupid and have
wanted to go too quickly and will have to pay dearly for it.
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